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• Optimise specifications, that specify amounts of Portland cement, to promote use of 
Supplementary Cementitious Material (SCM). Move to performance-based specifications.  

• Incentivise the transition to alternative fuels, including electric heavy vehicles, trucks and 
yellow fleet.  

•  Include EV charging infrastructure in VEECs.  
• Promote Power Purchase Agreements 
• Specify use of recycled materials over natural resources. 
• Improve the exemption process for lower carbon concrete. Remove the need to apply for an 

exemption each time a lower carbon concrete is used.      
• Take a whole of life approach to planning, design and carbon estimates. 
• Reward design that optimises materials and their use to reduce carbon.  
• Collect information progressively, linked to milestone payments.  

 
 2. Options to update the Victorian Government’s existing investment guidelines, procurement 
policies, regulatory tools, standards, frameworks and/or guidelines to reduce emissions.  
 

• Include embodied carbon and operational carbon in tender submissions, EOIs and RFTs.  
• Support the use of EPDs by promoting CCAAs EPD service.  
• Remove specification barriers to using recycled aggregate. 
• Examine concrete specifications used by Victorian infrastructure and engage the cement and 

concrete industry in modifying them to allow lower carbon concretes and innovative 
products.  

• Support local supply chains where decarbonisation is evident on a whole-of-life basis. 
• Measure more categories of masonry to landfill. This would allow for a better understanding 

of how much concrete is being disposed of rather than reused.   
 
3.  Innovative approaches that the Victorian Government can use to incentivise private industry to 
increase production and adoption of low-carbon materials and/or methods in procurement.  
 

• Provide case studies of infrastructure that has successfully used lower carbon products. 
Provide helpful tips on how to plan to use the product, benefits, and cautions.  

• Include heavy machinery transition to alternative fuels, including EV by including them in the 
VEEC scheme.  

• Include measuring Scope 3 emissions in projects. 
 
4. Enablers and barriers to implementation of any recommendations and their ramifications for 
reducing the emissions of infrastructure delivery, increasing productivity and reducing costs. This 
could include any impacts on costs and benefits, and how these could be equitably distributed 
across stakeholders and over the life of infrastructure. 
 

• Support changing Australian Standard AS3972, Portland and Blended Cements, to increase 
the limestone content of General Cement (GP) and including other SCMs and pozzolans 
cements with the same performance as GP. This change in Australian Standard would 
promote suppliers to increase the amount of limestone in their cement. This would become 
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